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and afford a glimpse of pastoral beauty,
the more fair and sweet, perhaps, as con-
trasted with the sublime mountain solitudes
of the immediate neighbourhood."
7.    The Temple of Mahabaleshwar.
The temple of Mahabaleshwar is a few
yards distant from the temple of the river
Krishna. It was first built by Raja
Singhan, the famous king of the Yadav
dynasty of Devgiri, who flourished in the
I3th century. It was repaired by Raja
Chandra -Rao More of Jaoli at the end of
the l6th century ; and on the downfall of
the Mores in 1655, it was improved and
.enlarged tby Raja Shivaji, the founder of
the Maratha Empire. It was again repaired
by Raja Shahu (1708-1749); and lastly, it was
rebuilt by Parshram Narayan Angal, a
wealthy banker of Satara at the end of the
l8th century. This banker is said to have
spent considerable money in charity. The
old temple was built after the style of
Hemadpant, which can be clearly seen
from the old foundations that are still
visible around the main building. Owing
to the excessive rainfall at Mahabalesh-
war, it was quite natural that the build-
Ing should have suffered so many times
from climatic effects. The present temple